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IS THERE A TIME LIMIT IN BRINGING A CLAIM FOR A LEAKY HOME? 
Scenario
□
I have recently been advised that I have a leaky home and I want to get on with repairs.  The Code Compliance for my house is dated December 1996.  What is my legal position to recover my costs for repairs?
The position
□
Your claim will fall outside the 10 year limit for claims relating to building work set out in the Building Act.  The WHRS criteria also requires any claim to be brought within 10 years of the day the house was “built”.
□
Your case, therefore, falls within the increasing number of cases where the defects are not manifesting themselves until after the 10 year period is up, leaving the home owner with no remedy.  Recent discussions with the Government about extending the limit to, say, 15 years, were not adopted by the Government when it reviewed the WHRS Act.  Other countries have a 15 year limitation period; we have remained with the 10 year period.  
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